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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased and honored to open the international conference “From Adriatic Charter to Fully-Fledged Membership” as a follow-up to the Second Session of the Partnership Committee of the Adriatic Charter. The representative composition of the participants will undoubtedly give its contribution and leave its mark to the understanding and strengthening of security, stability and prosperity.

At such an eminent gathering, it is difficult to say something new, except to say it in a different way, however certain facts deserve to be repeated and be considered in the context of our expectations. 

In that sense, I should firstly point out that today’s conference was preceded by an excellently organized campaign symbolically called “Together in NATO”. With the campaign, the Euro-Atlantic Club of Macedonia succeeded in a best possible way in promoting at the broadest possible basis, the essence and the objectives of the Charter of Partnership among Macedonia, Albania, Croatia and USA, and for that they deserve sincere praise for all of us. Sharing of the joint ethical and political values, democracy, rule of law, respect of human rights and freedoms and the market economy are the principles and objectives upon which lie the foundations of NATO as a political and military organization. 

Allow me to remind you that on the 2 May 2003 in Tirana, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Macedonia, Albania, Croatia, as well as the US Secretary of State, Mr. Collin Powel, signed the Charter of Partnership. It was a historically exceptional document for the Balkans. It was a document for partnership and cooperation in realization of the common objective – full NATO membership. 

Our partners and we, united in our common vision to build a new model of regional cooperation and to lay down a firm basis for lasting peace and prosperity in the region, have in the best possible way demonstrated our determination and readiness for full integration in the community of Euro-Atlantic democracies. 

The three countries decided to cooperate, having before themselves a clearly defined objective – to become an integral part of the North Atlantic Alliance and to share its values, as well as responsibility. In that, we were given the important US support. 

In order to fulfil this objective, adoption is needed of the national decisions and realization of the national reforms, in each of the countries aspiring for membership, but our three countries have also committed themselves to joint coordinated activities in the area of regional and multilateral cooperation. 

In order to strengthen the said principles of cooperation and implementation of the Charter, the partners have agreed to establish a Committee of Partnership that would meet twice a year in order to evaluate the achieved results and provide new directions for action. 

The first meeting of this Committee was held last November in Washington. The second meeting was held yesterday in Skopje, and this meeting expressed assessment for the remarkable accomplishments in the reforms and also expressed expectations that the achievements will be recognized and emphasized by NATO. We welcome the fact that Serbia and Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina participated to this meeting for the first time in order to gain support for the Partnership for Peace from the countries involved in the Adriatic Chapter. 

We are particularly happy that the NATO member countries and NATO structures in Brussels consider the Charter of Partnership to be a particularly important forum for cooperation that encourages and accelerates domestic reforms, intensifies regional cooperation and transforms our region, bringing it irreversibly closer to the Euro Atlantic family. 

Our partnership according to the Charter represents a means for exchange of experience and promotion of cooperation with regard to the preparations and implementation of the Membership Plan. It is not and cannot be a substitute for the Action Plan for Membership. 

In Washington, on 29 March this year, there was an official ceremony on the occasion of the NATO enlargement with seven new member countries. At the event, along with the Prime Ministers of these countries, the Prime Ministers of the Charter of Partnership member countries were also invited.

President Bush, welcomed, at the official ceremony in the White House, Macedonia, Albania and Croatia and emphasized that “these three nations, joined together under the Adriatic Charter, are building strong democracies at home that can contribute to NATO efforts abroad” underlining that “the United States supports these efforts. The door to NATO will remain open until the whole of Europe is united in freedom and in peace.”

At the same time, the House of Representatives of the US Congress has adopted a Resolution, in which it recommends the Heads of member states to reconsider the NATO enlargement process with Macedonia, Albania and Croatia and not later than 2007.

I am confident that you shall agree with me that, such clear signals of support for our membership in the Alliance are not accidental. They are result of an intensive and coordinated activity and a consistent policy and activities primarily of the MFA, the MD and of all the other Ministries as well. They are also a result of the activities of the non-governmental organizations, as the Euro-Atlantic Club of the Republic of Macedonia. 

And last, but not least, they are an expression of the clear and for many times expressed will of our Parliament, as a representative house of our citizens. The determination of the Republic of Macedonia is to carry out its national security and defence within the frames of the collective security systems for the ultimate goal and that is: to gain membership in NATO.

I have the pleasure to inform you that at the today's session of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, we have the Declaration on Raising the Level of Relations and Cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and NATO as an item on the parliamentary agenda. The Declaration should express the support to the process of transformation and enlargement of the Alliance, in which we expect Macedonia to be included, as well as to the government efforts to carry out the tasks and priorities related to the overall reforms that should lead to a fully-fledged membership in NATO. 

At the time when the Alliance was established, its task was to defend the territory of the member states. Today, it has been transformed in an Alliance of democracies that protect the common interests and the common ideals and values.

The Republic of Macedonia has proved that it fully shares these values, and has also shown readiness to protect these ideals at home, in Europe and in the world. Participating in the peace-keeping missions in Afghanistan and Iraq, Macedonia proved itself as a serious and confident partner of the Alliance, and for a very short period of time, managed to transform itself from a user to a contributor of security in global frames.

All these accomplishments of the Republic of Macedonia, the activities under the Charter of Partnership and the explicit support by our strategic partners, give us the right to state that Macedonia is on the right track to becoming a fully-fledged member of the North-Atlantic Alliance.

From the forthcoming Istanbul NATO Summit, we rightly expect an appropriate assessment for what we have achieved so far. We do not expect miracles to happen, but a real and objective approach. It may be expressed as a clear political signal and as a strong support that we, the three countries of the Adriatic Charter, shall become members in the next round of enlargement of the Alliance. 

I am personally convinced that not later than 2006 or 2007, we shall read the aforementioned catchword "Together in NATO" as "With NATO Together".

Thank you.
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